[Spontaneous intrasphenoidal encephalocele. Report of two cases revealed by rhinorrhea].
We report two cases of spontaneous anteromedial temporo-sphenoidal meningo-encephalocele. The first patient was a 67-year-old man with a history of treated epiglotic cancer 6 years ago, was referred to us for CSF rhinorrhea. Lateral sphenoidal CSF fistula was confirmed by CT cisternography. Four lumbar taps were performed and rhinorrhea stopped for 2 years. At relapse of rhinorrhea, the patient was operated on via a subtemporal approach. The dural defect was filled by an intradural patch of pericranium. Four years later patient showed no evidence of cerebrospinal fluid leakage. The second patient was a 54-year-old woman referred to us after a one year history of CSF rhinorrhea. CT cisternography confirmed lateral sphenoidal CSF fistula. The patient was operated on via a subtemporal approach. The dural defect was filled by a patch of pericranium. Three years later the patient had no evidence of cerebrospinal fluid leakage. Twenty-one cases of anteromedial temporosphenoidal meningo-encephaloceles have been reported in the literature. They probably are of a developmental origin. Some cases have been successfully treated via a transsphenoidal route. However surgical failures related to this approach can be due to the lack of control of the lateral recess of the sphenoid sinus. Therefore, the frontotemporal approach seems more adequate but the transphenoidal endoscopic approach will probably be used in the future.